The Great Gatsby: Study Questions

Chapter 1

1. How does the narrator describe Gatsby?

2. From where did the narrator come and why?

3. Describe the narrator's house.

4. Describe the Buchanans' house.

5. How does Nick know Daisy and Tom?

6. Describe Tom. What is our impression of him in Chapter 1?

7. What kind of person is Daisy?

8. What did Miss Baker tell Nick about Tom?

9. When asked about her daughter, what does Daisy say?

10. How is Gatsby introduced into the novel?

Chapter 2

1. What is the "valley of ashes"? What setting does it contrast with?

2. What are the "eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg?

3. Who did Tom take Nick to meet?

4. Identify Myrtle and George Wilson.

5. What did Mrs. Wilson buy while she was out with Tom and Nick?

6. Where did they go? What was at 158th Street?

7. Identify Catherine and Mr. & Mrs. McKee.

8. What does Mr. McKee tell Nick about Gatsby?

9. What reason did Myrtle give for marrying George Wilson?

10. What did Tom do to Myrtle when she mentioned Daisy's name?

Chapter 3

1. Describe Gatsby's wealth. List some of the things that represent wealth.

2. What kind of people come to Gatsby's parties?

3. Why did Nick Carraway go to the party?

4. How does Nick meet Gatsby?

5. What are some of the stories about Gatsby?

6. Is Gatsby a "phony"?

7. Describe Nick's relationship with Jordan.

Chapter 4

1. Who is Klipspringer?

2. What does Gatsby tell Nick about himself?

3. What "matter" did Gatsby have Jordan Baker discuss with Nick?

4. Who is Mr. Wolfshiem?

5. What does Mr. Wolfshiem tell Nick about Gatsby?

6. What does Jordan tell Nick about Daisy, Gatsby and Tom?

Chapter 5

1. Describe the meeting between Gatsby and Daisy. Why was he so nervous?

2. How long did it take Gatsby to make the money to buy the mansion?

3. Why did Gatsby want Daisy to see the house and his clothes?

4. What had the green light on the dock meant to Gatsby?

5. What had Gatsby turned Daisy into in his own mind?

Chapter 6

1. What is Gatsby's real history? Where is he from, and what is his name?

2. What did Dan Cody do for Gatsby?

3. What is Daisy's opinion of Gatsby's party? How does this affect him?

4. What does Gatsby want from Daisy?

Chapter 7

1. What was Gatsby's reaction to Daisy's child?

2. What did Wilson do to Myrtle? Why?

3. Why do the five drive into the city on such a hot afternoon?

4. What does Gatsby think about Daisy's relationship with Tom?

5. What is Daisy's reaction to both men?

6. What happens on the way home from New York?

7. How do these people react to Myrtle's death:


a. Wilson:


b. Tom:


c. Nick:


d. Gatsby:

8. Describe Daisy and Tom’s relationship. How are they similar?

Chapter 8

1. What does Gatsby tell Nick about his past with Daisy? Is it true?

2. Why did Myrtle run?
3. What does Michaelis believe is the cause Myrtle ran?
4. Why does Wilson believe that Gatsby killed Myrtle?

5. What does Wilson do?

Chapter 9

1. Why couldn't Nick get anyone (such as the party people, Daisy and Tom, Wolfshiem, 

    and Klipspringer) to come to Gatsby's funeral?

2. Who is Henry C. Gatz?

3. What is the book Henry Gatz shows Nick? Why is it important to the storyline?

4. What happens between Nick and Jordan Baker? Why does it happen?

5. What does Nick say about people who are like Daisy and Tom?

A FEW NOTES ABOUT THE AUTHOR

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD


FITZGERALD, F. Scott (1896-1940). The novels and short stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald are famous for portraying the "lost generation" of the post-World War I era. They depict the rich disenchanted youth of what he called the Jazz Age.


Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald was born in St. Paul, Minn., on Sept. 24, 1896, the only son of Edward and Mary Fitzgerald. His father was a descendant of Francis Scott Key, author of 'The Star-Spangled Banner'. Fitzgerald attended St. Paul Academy and the Newman School, in New Jersey. After entering Princeton University in 1913 he wrote for student publications. In November 1917 Fitzgerald left college to enlist in the Army. While stationed in Montgomery, Ala., he fell in love with Zelda Sayre. 


Following his release from the Army in 1919, Fitzgerald worked for an advertising agency in New York City for several months. After Zelda broke their engagement, he returned to St. Paul to rewrite a novel he had worked on when he was in the Army. The novel-'This Side of Paradise'-was published in 1920. The first chronicle of flaming youth, it brought Fitzgerald fame, money, and marriage to Zelda. The couple had one daughter. To maintain the luxurious life he and his wife liked to lead, Fitzgerald wrote at a furious pace. In 1920 he published 'Flappers and Philosophers', a volume of short stories. His second novel, 'The Beautiful and Damned', and 'Tales of the Jazz Age' appeared in 1922. In 1924 the Fitzgeralds moved to Europe, where Fitzgerald wrote his masterpiece, 'The Great Gatsby'. Typical of his work, it glorified romance and disillusionment, and the dialogue was flawless. 


In 1930 Zelda suffered a breakdown, a step on the way to her insanity. The family returned to the United States in 1930. Fitzgerald's novel 'Tender Is the Night' was published in 1934. It failed to sell, and Fitzgerald felt defeated. In 1936 he wrote about his emotional state in 'The Crack-up'. Fitzgerald went to Hollywood in 1937 to write scenarios for motion pictures. On Dec. 20, 1940, he suffered a fatal heart attack. He had begun a novel about Hollywood, called 'The Last Tycoon'. The unfinished work, published in 1941, was another attempt to create his dream of the promises of American life and of a man who could realize them.

-- Courtesy of Compton's Learning Company

